Says not in all things as his fellows do,

But, nonetheless, each gospel is all true,

And all of them accord in their essence,

Howbeit there's in telling difference.,

For some of them say more and some say less

When they His piteous passion would express;

I mean now Mark and Matthew, Luke and John;

Yet, without doubt, their meaning is all one.

And therefore, masters all, I do beseech,

If you should think I vary in my speech,

As thus: That I do quote you somewhat more

Of proverbs than you've ever heard before,

Included in this little treatise here,

To point the morals out, as they appear,

And though I do not quite the same words say

That you have heard before, yet now, I pray,

You'll blame me not; for in the basic sense

You will not find a deal of difference

From the true meaning of that tale polite

After the which this happy tale I write.

And therefore hearken now to what I say,

And let me tell you all my tale, I pray."

Explicit

THE TALE OF MELIBEUS

A

YOUNG man named Melibeus, mighty and
JL \ rich, begot on Prudence, his wife, a daughter
who was called Sophie.

It happened one day that, for his amusement he
went into the fields to play. His wife and daughter
remained at home, the doors ot his house being all
fast shut and locked. But three of his old enemies,
having spied out the state of things, set ladders to

189